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Statement by Mr. Lov Verma, Secretary, Department of Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, at the 
Eighth Session of the Conference of the State Parties to the UN Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in New York on June 9, 2015 
 
 

Mr. Chairman, 
 
 At the outset, I would like to congratulate you and the bureau for the 
elections. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

India became a signatory to the United Nations Convention on Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities in March 2007 and the Convention was subsequently 
ratified in October 2007.  
 

The Government of India had recognized very early the need for specific 
policy intervention to support persons with disabilities. In fact, the Indian 
Constitution stipulates that the State should ensure equality, freedom, justice and 
dignity of all individuals. This implies an inclusive society for all − including the 
Persons with Disabilities who constitute 2.21% of the total population of our 
country − a total of 26.8 million persons. Article 41 of the Constitution of India, 
which is particularly relevant with regard to persons with disabilities, mandates the 
State to make effective provision for securing the right to work, to education and to 
public assistance in cases of unemployment, old age, sickness and disablement, 
within the limits of its economic capacity and development.   
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

In order to effectively implement policy and to ensure persons with 
disabilities of equal opportunities, protection of rights and assured participation in 
the social processes, India has in place a mechanism for coordinated action among 
all stakeholders − through the Central Coordination Committee. This is a body 
constituted under the main legislation, namely the Persons with Disabilities (Equal 
Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act, 1995 focusing on 
persons with disabilities and their entitlements. Combined efforts have succeeded in 
developing an extensive infrastructure in the form of various National, Regional and 
District level Institutes and Rehabilitation Centres to develop manpower by 
providing courses/ trainings to cater to the needs of Persons with Disabilities. The 
Government has established seven National Institutes specializing in different types 
of disabilities and eight Composite Regional Centers to promote research and 
conduct training to facilitate delivery of services to persons with disabilities. While 
the existing National Institutions are being continuously strengthened, new National 
Centres of Excellence such as National Institute of Universal Design and National 
Institute of Mental Health Rehabilitation are being established. 
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Research and development on various aspects of disability is being promoted 
by the Government on service, models and programmes like public awareness, 
advocacy, early intervention, education, vocational training and adult independent 
living. Innovative and applied action research to improve the quality of life of 
persons with disabilities, prevention and prevalence studies, critical disabilities 
studies, inclusion of the human rights, legal, economic and social science 
perspectives, study and survey research to strengthen policy and programme 
implementation linkages are also being undertaken.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
  

Empowerment of persons with disabilities is an inter-disciplinary process, 
covering various aspects namely, prevention, early detection, intervention, 
education, vocational training, rehabilitation and social integration.  The 
Government has plan schemes which are being implemented in the XII Five Year 
Plan of the country. The Government has launched a National Action Plan for Skill 
Training of 2.5 million persons with disabilities by the year 2022 through various 
stakeholders. For achieving universal accessibility for PwDs, a nation-wide flagship 
campaign has been initiated to focus on access to built environment, transport 
systems and information and communication ecosystem.  
 
 Financial support is provided by the Government to the persons with 
disabilities in various ways: National Handicapped Finance and Development 
Corporation, which is a Government company provides credit support for self 
employment at lower rate of interest, skill training and entrepreneurship 
development, education loan for pursuing higher education, scholarship to students 
to pursue technical/professional courses; National Trust has a health insurance 
scheme for Persons with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple 
Disabilities providing insurance cover for a range of medical services; and Ministry 
of Rural Development has a scheme to provide pension for persons with disabilities. 

 
There are schemes in place for providing high end devices for persons with 

disabilities to improve accessibility. Financial assistance is given to non-Government 
Organizations for the purpose of rehabilitation, education and vocational training. 
Major initiative has been taken to intensify awareness generation to promote legal 
rights of persons with disabilities. Emphasis is being given to setting up of Spinal 
Injury Centres and Braille Presses, Disability Sports and Sign Language. 

 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 Further, in order to harmonize the main legislation of 1995 with the 
provisions of UNCRPD, a new Bill namely the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill 
was introduced in the Parliament which was referred to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee for examination and report. The Committee has since submitted its 
report, which is being considered by the Government.  The proposed law will 
increase the rights and entitlements for persons with disabilities, protect them from 
discrimination, facilitate mainstreaming, access to care and treatment and also 
strengthen enforcement mechanisms. 
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Mr. Chairman, 
 
 India remains committed to building an enabling environment so that all 
persons with disabilities are able to enjoy their rights equally with others and 
realize their full potential. I would like to add that India's initial Country Report with 
reference to the obligations under UNCRPD has since been finalized and will be 
submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities very soon.  
 

We must encourage and strengthen international cooperation through 
exchange of best practices, capacity building and provision of technical assistance. 
Focus on inclusion of persons with disabilities in formulation of development 
policies and enhancing their accessibility to education, healthcare and employment 
is utmost necessary. An inclusive Post 2015 development agenda will ensure 
overcoming existing barriers and empower persons with disabilities. 

 
I thank you. 
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